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A Letter out of, the Country to- 
a'Friend im the City, &C. 
SO gan i 0.5: | 
T ines this Letter, as I uſvally do, with my hearty 


- WF Thanks to you for your Kindneſs, in continually. ſending 
-F me the New Books of any Note, as they come out ; and 


particularly at this time, for the laſt Parcel which you ſent 
me," in which, amongſt others, was one which, as you fay, is 
very much' talPd of, and mightily admired by a_ great many, 
viz. that *Entituled , Tritheiſm charged upon Dy, Sherlocks 
new Notion of the Trinity, &c. by a Divine of the Church of 


 Engtand; which Divine, as you write me Word, is gene- 


rally thought to be Dr. Sth; who is alſo believed to be 
the Author of a former Book, Printed about two Years ago, 
Entitited,” Animadverſions þ; Dr. Sherlock's . Book, Entituled, 
A Vindication of the Holy and Ever-bleſſed Trinity, And indeed); 
I think, whoſoever compares the Stile and Way of Writing 
of theſe Two Books, can hardly donbt, but that they were writ- 
teri'by the ſame Author ; and whoſoever compares them both 
withſome other Writings known to be Dr. S—th's, can hard- 
ly donbt hut that he was the Author of' theſe too: -For I hope 
there are not many Men'in the Nation of ſuch a Snarling and 
Satyrical Temper. Indeed, I think one ſuch Man in an Age is 


'enough in all Reaſon. 


Nevertheleſs, 1 have one ObjeQion againſt his being.the Au- 
thor of theſe Books, which I know not. how to get over; and 
that is, that: Dr. S—th, as I am told, hath taken. the Oaths to 
this preſent Government, and holds all the Preferments in the 
Church which he had before the Revolution ; and yet when he 
takes upon him to anſwer Dr. Sherlock's Book, who ( as he well 
knows) is now, by his ajeſtys Favour at leaſt, if he will not 
grant him to be ſoby his own Merits, the Dean of St. PauPs Ca- 
thedral; he ſeems purpoſely to avoid ſtiling him ſo, in the Title 
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Page of his Books z neither (as I have obſerved) does he any 
where, throughout his Books, ever call him the Dean of 
St. Pauſ's, but only, now and then, in a-jeering way, 4r. Dean, 
and much a Dean 1n bis own-Eyes, and the like; which makes 
It ſeem as if the Author of theſe Books did not allow, as good, 
thoſe Promotions which have been made in the Church by his 
preſent Majeſty: For if, he did; and' if the Author of theſe 
Books. be Dr. $—t#þ, he cannob.be ſuch a Stranger to Conver- 
ſation,as-adt to. know, \that-perſons. ſo.dignified imthe Church, 
as Dr: Sherloek is, are uſually called by their Tittes and 'Digni- 
ties, not by their Names. And I could not but alſo obſerve, 
his treating in the like manner our late worthy Primate, Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, whom. thongh he very frequently mentions or 
glances at, I am pretty confident, he never ſo much as once 
calls Archbiſhop, nor ever ſo. much as once gives. any ſuch Ap- 
pellation or Epithete to, as was befitting his Dignity ; but when- 
ever he has occalion to ſpeak of, or to. hint at him, he always 
does it in ſome Expreſſions intimating and implying great diſ- 
reſpect. Which rude manner of treating Perſons ſo dignified 
in the Church, and the latter of them ſo highly in his Majeſty's 
Favour, as he was known to be, ſmells ſo ſtrong of Jacabiti/m, 
that methinks I can, hardly believe, - that any Perſon who is true 
to the preſent Government, as Dr. S—th., moſt certainly. is, 
ſhould either affe& it, or ſo much. as.unawares, fall into, it. 
However, this, if you pleaſe, may be the ſubje& of your next 
Letter, viz. To inform me upon what Grounds theſe Books 
are aſcribed to Dr. S—th; whether he hath ever owned him- 
ſelf to be' the Author of them; and if ſo, for what Reaſons he 
is ſuppoſed to-be ſo ſhy of giving Dr. Sherlock the Title of that 
_ Dignity ia the "Church, | to. which his Aajeſty hath been pleaſed 
to adyance him. And till I hear from you again, I ſhall ſuf- 
pend my Belief of his being the Author of theſe Books, and 
rather preſume they were written by ſome Non-ſwearing Divine; 
which I am alſo the rather induced to, think, becauſe I have 
been told, that all of that Party have a more than ordinary 
" Averlion to Dr. Sherlock, whom they look upon as a Backſlider 
and an Apoſtate ; and likewiſe, becauſe in the Books which 
they have publiſhed, ſince they have been deprived of their 
Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, I obſerve they generally ſtile them- 
ſelves (as this Author does) Divines or Presbyters of the Church 
of England. ; 
And 


EX, 

And to encourage you to ſend me the beſt and trneſt Trfor- 
mation you can get, concerning the Author of theſe Books, 1 
aſſure you before-hand, that I will never make any other uſe of it, 
but only to ſhun his Acquaintance, whoſoever he be ; and lixe- 
wiſe all Familiarity with thoſe, if I can learn who they are, 
who are his Spies and Informers, and help to furniſh him with 
matter of Calumny. And for the preſent, I am very well plea- 
ſed that I do not know who he is ; becauſe, if 1 had known it, 
I ſhould have been under ſome Temptation of treating him in 
ſome ſmall meaſure as he has treated his Adverſary. 

Now as to the Subje& treated of, and ſo warmly diſputed by 
the Dean of St. Pauls, and this Author his Oppoſer, I have 
nothing to ſay ; I freely own my ſelf an incompetent Judge 
of ſuch Controverſies. Only I am heartily ſorry that Divines, 
and eſpecially Divines of the Church of England, ſhould have 
any Controverſie among themſelves, about the Prime and Funda- 
mental Articles of the Chriſt;an Faith ; or that, if they agree in 
the Article it ſelf, (as I am perſuaded both the Dean of St. Pauls 
and the Animadverter do in this, for they both aſlert a Trinity 
in Unity ) they ſhould ſo differ in the Explication of it, as to 
give too juſt occaſion to the illiterate Laity, who are not in a 
Capacity of underſtanding their Arguments on either ſide, to 
think that they differ in the Article it ſelf, 

But that which you and I, and all Men that have common 
Reaſon, are able to judge of, and cannot chuſe hut condemn, 
as very ungentile and unmanly., as well as unchriſtian, is the 
way wherein theſe Controverſies are too often managed by a 
great many, viz, with bitter Jeers and Taunts and Revilings, 
and highly uncharitable, at leaſt, if not falſe Reflexions on the 
Perſons of each other. 
| Whenever I meet with any Book of Controverſie of this 
kind, I cannot but be greatly prejudiced againft it. I cannot 
but ſuſpett that there is want of Truth and Argument, where I 
ſee ſuch Aﬀectation of Wit ; and that there is want of true Wit 
too, where there appears ſo much Malice. And when I ſee two 
Divines, eſpecially if they be of Note and Eminence, publickly 
and in Print, rating and ſcolding at each other, like two Bl- 
lingſgates, calling all the foul Names they can think of, and 
throwing all the Dirt at one another that they can rake toge- 
ther, methinks I am ſhock'd and ſtagger'd : Surely, think I, 
theſe can't be the True Miniſters of Fcſus Chriſt, theſe can't be 
the Guides to Bleſledaeſs 3 and I ſhould hardly forbear any 
rom 
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from their Communion, were it not for' that Dire&ion of our 


- Mat. 23, Saviourin a like Caſe ; The Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes ſeat ; 


2, 3» 


all therefore whatſoever they ſhall bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 
do ; but do not after their Works, for they ſay and do not. 

But becauſe the Book you lately ſent me, called, Tritheiſm 
charged on Dr. Sherlock, &c. is the moſt remarkable in this 
kind, of any, that to my remembrance I have ever read, I ſhall 
upon this occaſion, and with a particular reſpe& to this Book, 


_ deliver my Thoughts freely to you, concerning this way of 


Writing, with Permiſſion to you, if you' think good, to pub- 
liſh them. And I ſhall think this little Labour very well 
ſpent, if by any thing that I can ſay upon this ſubjeQ, I can 
contribute any thing towards the putting a-ſtop to this ſcurri- 
lous, unmanly, and unchriſtian Way -of writing Contro- 
verſes. : 

And I the rather take this occaſion of doing it, becauſe I am 
ſure I can have no evil or malicious Deſign in it ; the Author 
of this Book, whether it be he to whom it is generally aſcrib'd, - 
or another, being perfe&tly unknown to me, ſo much as by 
Face, or even by Character, further than he himſelf has. been 

leas'd to expreſs his own Character in his Book. 
And firſt of all, what I cannot but take notice of and blame in 


this Author, is his contemptuous and inſulting Way of treating 


his Adverſary ; his repreſenting him as groſly Ignorant and lllite= 
rate; and every Word and Sentence almoſt of that Book which 
he writes again, as abſurd, nonſenſical, and ridiculous; his very 
frequently intimating, as if the Author thereof had not the 
common Senfe of a Man, but had Printed and Publiſhed ſuch 
a parcel of abſurd, incoherent, and contradictory Sentences, in 
his Yindication of the Trinity, and the Defence of the Vindication, 
as the greateſt natural Fool was hardly ever heard to utter. For 
thus, p. 5. and 6. he repreſents him as onewho underſtands nej- 
ther Hebrew, Greek, nor Latin, nor ſo much as Engliſh, P.6. He ſays 
of him, I can bardly think bim well in bis Wits. In the ſame Page 
he calls him, 4 Grammarian above Ordmances, P. 19. He uns 
der ſtands not one Tittle of the True Principles of Philoſophy. P. 24, 
A groſſer and more fulſom Contradidtion ſcarce ever aropp d from the 
Tongue or Pen of a Man, and if this be not Noolfenſe in the bigheſt,and 
Gibberiſh truly ſo called, I dare aver that Bedlam affords none. P.3g. 
I would bave his Ignorance take notice. P. 63. Many of thoſe who 
receive the Churches Revenues, and wear ber Fionours, (I ſuppoſe 
I may take it for granted he meant his Adverſary for _ <4 
em 
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them) and in requital of both invade her Do&rines, yet, thanks be 
to God, neither do, nor can carry her Diſpgrace further than the 
Reach of their Native Tongue, P. 65. All this Author's Writings 
are ſuch perfec® Antipodes to themſelves, that no Man who 
knows him will expetF. to find him conſiſtent with himſelf in any 
thing. P. 85. There 1s no ObjeFion againſt his ſtealing his Notion 
of. the Trinity from Le Clerk, but only that Le Clerk*s Rook was 
wrote in Latin. P.1o01. I am amaz'd at his Ignorance, and can 
find nothing in all bis Arguments invincible, but that, P. 113. This 
bardy Ignoramus, P. 117. Utter Stranger to all Philoſophy. P.140. 
The Animadverter will be judged by Philoſophers and Divines, and 
not by him who 15 neither. P. 188, Since this Author has no Logick, 
I wiſh him ſome ſhame. P.198. This Philoſopher of Goatham, And 
again, One who bas neither Grammar noy Philoſophy. P. 241. Sir 
Scorn and Ignorance, And again, Let me tell his Emptineſs.P.262. 
The Animadverter dreads not the laſh of that Pen, which never yet 
drew blood of any but Priſcian. P. 280. 4 Man who has not a clear 
or true Conception of any one thing or term belonging to the SubjetF 
bere diſputed upon. P.295. I dare ſwear he never quoted any School- 
man, or other eminent Greek or Latin Writer, but from thoſe who 
bad firſt quoted them to his Hands, And that this Charge of Ig- 
norance might be the more credited, the Author of Trithesſm, 
@'c. cites. the ahnimadverter as a ſecond Witneſs of the ſame 
matter. P. 310. I bave often heard him (that is, the Animad- 
verter ) ſay, that he could not perceive by his (that is, by the 
Deaw's ) Writings, that he had been of either Univerſity, But the 
Dean's very great Ignorance, particularly in the Greek Tongue, 
is moſt Rhetorically ſet forth in p. 295. where our Author 
hath theſe words : I do here tell this Man, that if be could and 
ſhould pay to the Crown a penny for every Greek word which be can 
neither read nor ſpell, nor make any thing of, I dare undertake that 
it might ſave the Nation a Tax, for one Year at the leaſk, Now 
upon reading theſe words, I confeſs I was a little ſtartled ; I 
thought before, that poilibly the Dean might not be the greateſt 
Ft pe that ever was in the Greek Tongue, having applied him- 

elf (as I thought) for the moſt part,to more uſeful Studies;and 
it is no diſparagement to any Man, not to be the moſt excellent 
in every thing : But I conld not imagine before, that he had 
been fo very grolly ignorant, and that, not only in the Greek 
Language, but even in the very Letters and Alphabet too, as this 
Author here repreſents him. And therenpon, that I might 
know the exa& meaſure both of his Knowledge and of his Igno- 
Trance, / 


TM 


rance, I was minded, fo far as I could do it with a little Trouble, 
to niake a Calculation of the Number of Pence in a Years Tax, 
and of the Number of Words in the Greek Language ; by dedu- 
ting the former of which Numbers from the latter, I thought 
I might ſee how many Greek Words the Dean does underſtand, 
or at leaſt (if you give him time for it) can make a ſhift to 
ſpell: But I could not do my Work well, becauſe I wanted 
Tools to work with, having no other Lexicon then by me but 
Scapuld's;, nevertheleſs I was minded to do it as well as 1 could 
with ſuch Tools as I had ; and thereupon taking down Scapula, 
and turning to his Greek Index, I counted the Number of 
Words in one Colume, and the number of Columes in the whole 
Index, and multiplying the one by the other, found the Produ&t 
about Two and Thirty Thouſand ; which Number (in conſide- 
ration of the ImperfeC&ion of Scapula's Lexicon, and becauſe I 
would not ſtand with our Author for a ſmall-matter) I donbled ; 
ſo that then I ſuppoſed that the whole Number of Greek Words, 
of which the beſt Lexicons extant do give any Account, might 
be about Sixty Four Thouſand. After this I computed the 
Pence of Five Millions Sterling (the Tax of this preſent Year) 
and found them Twelve Hundred Millions. So many- Greek 
Words then it ſeems, at the leaſt, the Dean can neither Read 
nor Spell, nor make any thing of : But how many he does un- 
derſtand, *ris impoſſible to know this way ; and *cis no' great 
matter whether we do or no, for to be ſure they can't be 
many. | 

However, when I had gone thus far, my Curioſity Ied me 
a little farther, and fo I divided the aforeſaid Number of Greek 
Words, of which, he fays,\the Dean is wholly Ignorant, and 
which the Animadverter I ſuppoſe. cannot only ſpell and read, 
but does likewiſe underſtand (for I take it for granted, that his 
Candor and Ingenuity is ſuch, that he would not charge on his 
Adverſary as a Fault, the Ignorance of any thing of which he 
himſelf is equally ignorant) I divided, 1 ſay, the abovemen- 
tioned Twelve hundred Millions, by Sixty four Thouſand 
(which I ſuppoſed before, might be the number of Greek Words, 
of which the Lexicons now extant do give ſome account) and 
found the Quotient, Eighteen thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty : 
And then at laſt I perceived our Author's cunning in this Paſ- 
ſage (which I was not in the leaſt aware of before,) viz. That 
what he deſign'd hereby, was not ſo much to give the World 
an account of the Dear's Ignorance, as ſlyely to intimate his 
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own prodigious Knowledge and Skilfulneſs in the Greek Tongue ; 
for by this Computation it appears, that this learned Author un- 
derſtands Eighteen thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty times more 
Greek Words, than I have ſuppoſed«there are in any Greek Lexi- 
con now extant, and above Six and thirty thouſand times as 
many as there are in Scapula, Which, if it be true (as douht- 
leſs *tis, if the Animadyverter ſays it) I cannot but adviſe him 
(as a Friend both to himſelf and the Publick) to- leave off all 
other ſtudies, and to betake himſelf immediately to the wri- 
ting and: publiſhing of this large Supplement of more than 
Eleven hundred millions of Greek Words, which no former 
Lexicographer hath taken notice of. And I do here tell this Man, 
that if he could and ſhould publiſh ſuch a Greek Lexicon, which 
would conſiſt of above Six and thirty thouſand Volumes, as 
large as. Scapula, I dare undertake he would do a work that 
would be much more uſeful to the World, and tend much more 
to aggrandiſe,and immortalife his own Name, than all the 
Controverſial Books that he hath written, or ever can or will 
write : For in what his Talent lies, whether in Greek, or He- 
brew, or Latin, or any other Language, or in correQing of the 
Preſs, or in any other choice piece of Skill, I know not; bur 
ſure I am, it does not lie in fair and cleanly Diſputing. 

For this (I take it) is the deſign of. publiſhing controverſial 
Books; this is what I ſuppoſe the Authors thereof mean by 
doing it; viz. to appeal to the World, whether they or their 
Adverſaries and Opponents have moſt Argument and Reaſon 
on their ſide. Let them therefore, if their Adverſary hath 
publiſhed any thing that is falſe, by good Arguments ſhew the 
Falfity thereof; or if he hath publiſhed any thing that is 
fooliſh and ridiculous, let them pletely ſhew wherein the ab- 
ſurdity and ridiculouſnefs thereof conſiſts; or if he hath been 
miſtaken in any point of Learning, let them fairly reQifie it, by 
ſhewing the Reader where his Miſtake lay : And when thus they 
have repreſented their own Opinion with all its Advantages, 
and their Adverſaries with all its Diſadvantages, they have done 
all that belong'd to them, as Authors, to do : And wherever 
they do-more than this ; when they take upon them not only 
to propoſe, but to judge; and eſpecially, whea they fly ont in- 
to Rallings and Revilings, and calling Names, they uſurp to 
themſelves that which is properly the Readers Office,viz.to judge 
which of the two Combatants have pertorm?®d his part beſt, and 
ſpoken moſt Reaſon : They likewiſe cranſgreſs the Rnles of 

| B Mcugett: by 
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Modeſty ; for in inſulting and triumphing over their Adverſ- 
ries (eſpecially before ViRory is adjudged on their ſide by the 
competent Judges) they- do, in effect, praiſe and commend 
themſelves, and magnifie their own Performances, which it be- 
comes not a modeſt Man to do : And which is worle than all this, 
I think they likewiſe plainly tranſgreſs the Rules of the Chriſtian 
Religion, which has ftriftly forbidden all reviling and oppro- 
brious Language, and declared that be who calls his Brother Fool, 
is in danger of Hell-Fire. es i rae ee 

And after all, I cannot imagine, what Advantage this Author 
could propound to himſelf and his own Cauſe, by his thus call- 
ing Foot (for that's: the plain Engliſh of all the Paſſages afore 
cited.) If indeed the Dean had been a young Man, juſt begin- 
ing to appear in the World, ſuch a home Charge of Folly and 
Ignorance, and want of all] manner ' of * Learning, coming out 
of the Mouth of a grave Man,' and perhaps i Dignitary in the 
Church, 'might have been a conſiderable hindran&&#to his Pre- 
ferment; and to have done him this Diskindeſ$;.” might - have 
been ſome SatisfaQtion to the mind of an ill-natur'd Man, -and 
of one who delights to do Miſchief. But as it is now, the 
Dean is above his Malice, and can't be hurt by his venomous 
Tongue; the Deaws Worth-and Learning are already 1o well 
known to the World, that it is/not in the Power 'of''a Uetra- 
Ring Tongue or Pen, to leſſen that good and honourable Eſteem 
which 'Men -have of him. Thoſe many ''learned and uſeful 
Books which the Dean. had before publiſhed, had abundantly 
confuted this Charge before it was brought againſt him. For I 
dare appeal to any Man in the whole World (this Author onl 
exepted) who has read-all, or even any one of theBooks whic 
the Dean had before written, whether he'can” jadge it polſlible, 
that a Man who has no Learning; who wderſtands neither Greek, 
nor Latin, nor Engliſh, mor -0e 'Tittle of the true Principles of 
Philoſophy 3; one of inwincible Ignorance; one, who has neither Lo- 
 gick, nor Grammar, nor Philoſophy, nor a clear of 'true conception of 
any one Thing or Term belonging to the Subje&# be writes about ; 
(whether, I fay, he can judge it-'poſfible, that 'fuch' a heavy 
Dunce and meer 6 regen. ſhould: be the Author of- all, or 
even of any one of thoſe Books. | & | 

And therefore, I wiſh our Anthor had, for his own fake, for- 
born this Charge; for if it be ſo incredible, that it cant hurt 
the Accuſed, it muſt hurt the Accuſer ; and indeed, I cannot but 
believe, that a great many, when they ſhall be told, that this 
x Author 


(9) 


Author has repreſented to the World as a perfe& Dolt and 
Blockhead, and as not Maſter of two conſiſtent Thoughts, a 
Perſon whom they cannot but know, both by his Preaching and 
his many excellent Writings, to be a Man of great Reaſon and 
good Learning, will be thereupon ſo offended at him, and fo 
prejudiced againſt his Books, as to lay them afide without 
reading them, concluding for certain, that he cannot be well in 
his own Wits, whoſe Judgement of the Dear is ſovery differ- 
ent from that of all other Men who know any thing of him, or 
have ever read any of his Books. 

But Fool, and Ignoramus, are, with our Author, gentle terms 
of Reproach, and ſuch as I ſuppoſe he uſes, when he is in the 
beſt humour ; for at other times when he is a little netled and 
heated, out of the abundance of his Heart his Mouth can ſpeak 
much fouler Words than theſe; : ſome initances of which, 
among many (for I would not mention all, leſt his Bookſclier 
ſhould complain that TI had ſpotl'd the fale of his Copy, by pick- 
ing out all its Flowers) are theſe; Immovator; Billinsgate ; Por - 
ter z Carman; Waterman, The Maſter of the Temple laying 
about him in the Language of the Stairs; A Mouth long accuſtomed 
to throw Dirt, which *tis not'to be expeded ſhould ever leave it, till 


it comes to be ſtopped with it ; One who 1s grown old in the cuſtom 


of being baffled and talking on ; A Theological Quack ; One who bas 
eaten Shame and drank after it ; One who's known Talent it is to 
ſhift and ſhuffle, and. inſtead of anſwering his Adverſary, to put a 

- trick upon his Reader, A Man of Arrogance and Ignorance ;, 4 
Man of Confidence inſtead of Senſe ; A heady, wenturous Man ; 
A ſlippery, ſelf-contradiFing Cawviller , 4 Mar of Words without 
Senſe ;, A ſhameleſs Author ; one who is not aſhan'd to out-do Bat- 
tus himſelf in Tautologie ; One who may with Reaſ571 be proclaimed 
to all-the World, for a down right Lyer, Slanderer and Falſificator ; 
One who has a Brow of Braſs, and a Face never made to Bluſh, 
One who can be of all Sides, One who might have a fitter place 
found out for him to Preach in (Anglice, a Pillory, as 1 ſuppoſe) 
than the Top of St. Paul's, where at preſent he is placed, like a 
Church-WWeather-cock, (as he is) notable for nothing ſo much, as 
ſtanding bigh and turning round, Which laſt Paijages (by the 
way) help to confirm me in my former Opinion, that the Au- 
thor of this Book cannot be Dr. $ —th, but is moſt probably 
ſome Non-ſwearing Divine, or elſe one, who tho? he hath ta- 
ken the Oath to his preſens Majeſty, is {:1] of the ſame fide he 
was of before the Revolution, that is, is ſtill for King Fames. 
B 2 But 
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But our Author has not done yet : i An audacious Innovator, and 
Abuſer of our excellent Religion - An Impious Blaſphemer - One 
whoſe Writings are Scandalous, and his Prafices more Scandalous 3 
One whoſe Converſation is not at all leſs provoking than his Pen, 
ſo that very laviſh Animals certainly they muſt needs be, who can 
frame themſelves to endure either : Who 1s put into ſuch a Rage by 
the Animadverſzons, that in moſt Companies he ſpeaks of nothing 
but Daggers, Gibbets and Furnaces : Whom. the wery mention of 
the Animadverter or Animadverſjons (certainly there muſt be 
Witchcraft in it) tranſports into ſuch Fits and Agonies, as render 
him extremely troubleſome, both to himſelf and to all who are ſo un- 
bappy as to be with him, ſo that much ado be has in one of thoſe 
Fits, to forbear curſing both of them: by. bis God#z One, who if be 
had lived in: the former Times of our Church (1 hope our Author 
means not Queen Mary's Time)-would bave bad bis Gown ſtripp'd 
off bis Back, for his deteftable Blaſpbhemies and Hereſies : And in 
fine, one who not only deſerves, but knows himſeM to deſerve 
to be whipt at the Carts-Tail, for ſo I Engliſh that Paſlage, 
P. 1.14.. He knows ſomewhat fitter for bim to follow, than. a Trium- 
phant Chariot, and ſome body as fit to follow bim. 

Now [I appeal to all unbiaſs'd and indifferent Men, to all Men 
who have any thing of Reaſon, or Religion, or good Nature, 
or good Breeding in them 3 whether this be Language fit to be 
given to a Divine, toa Door in Divinity, and to a Dignitary 
in.the. Church ; Or whether it be fit to come from the Tongue, 
or drop from the Pen of a Man, of a Chriſtian, of a Philoſopher, 
of a Divine of the Church of England, the beſt Church in the 
World, and which teaches, Pm ſure, to all her Children, bet- 
ter Language, and better Manners. I leave it to any Man to 
judge, whether if the Dean (ſuppoſing him to be the Author of 
The Defence of the Vindication) deſerves to be ſo' ſharply taken 
up, as he is by this Author, for ſome angry Expreſſions which 
he has dropt, when highly provokd by the Animadverter : The 
Animadverter himſelf does not deſerve to be much more ſharp- 
Iy rebuked, for his falling ſo foully, as he does, upon th* Dean, 
(eſpecially in his firſt Book , which is exa&tiy of the ſame 
ſtrain with the ſecond) when as yet, he had received no Pro- 
vocation at all from him : And whether, it the Dean may be 
thought” (as this Author frequently intimares)- to have heen 
ſomewhat infected, by his formerly living: ia the Neighbour- 
hood of Billingſgate, this Author (even tho perhaps he hath li- 
ved at a greater Diſtance) may not more julily be thought to 

FB have 
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have infeted Billingſpate it ſelf ; and whether, if ever the Peo- 
© Ple of that Place. ſhould begin to degenerate in civiller Behavi- 
our and cleaner Language, this Author be not the fitteſt Perſon 
in the whole World, to be ſent amongſt them, to revive their 
ancient Cuſtoms, and to reſtore them to their Primitive Lan- 
guage and Diſcipline : And laſtly, whether the Dean had nor 
ſome reaſon to ſay of the Animadyerter, that bis Example, 1 
mean as to his Scurrility and Railing, (for I neither know, nor 
pretend to know any thing more of him, than I know by his 
Books) is too ſeandalous to be imitated, | 

I know very well, that this rude way of treating Adverſaries 
is not peculiar to this Author, and therefore I do not charge 
him with being ſingular, (tho I could wiſh he was ſo) but on- 
ly with being the moſt eminent in it; for it cannot but be oh- 
ſerved, that all Writers of Controverſies of all ſides, are too 
much guilty of this Fault 3 and that even good Men in the heat. 
of Diſputation are too apt to fall into it ; But I ſuppoſe it will 
be readily granted, that every thing that a good Man does, 1s 
not good ; and that the Commonneſs of any evil Pra&tice is no 
Juſtification of it. 

And therefore, whereas by what I have already written, it 
may be thought by ſome, that Iam ſo much the Dear?s Friend, 
and fo firmly engaged on his ſide againſt the Animadverter, as 
that I muſt needs take upon me to clear the Dean from the like. 
charge brought by the Animadverter againſt him, viz. of rude- 
ly and inſvltingly treating thoſe whom he has written againſt ; 
I folemnly declare, that I neither am, nor ever will be an Ad- 
vocate for any Man in ſuch a Cauſe. And therefore,if the D+an. 
has ever treated thoſe he has wrote againſt, after this rude man- 
ner, I have nothing to ſay to juſtifie him: The World is the 
proper Judge whether he has done ſo or no. ; and ſo far as he 
has done it, let him bear the blame of it; for my part, I will 
no more go about to cxcuſe it in him, than I will in another 
Man ; only thus much I may fay,. (I think truly, and without 
being in the leaſt partial on the Dean's ſide) that if he deſerves 


to be reproved upon tiiis Account, the Animadverter, however, 


is by no means fit to be his Reprover, 
But there is one thing, wherein I think our Author hath out- 
done all that ever wrote betore him, at leaſt ali whom I have 
ever had the hap to meet with, and wherein Ii hope he will ne- 
ver be equalPd by auy that write hereaiter ; and thar is, in. the 
highly unchacitabie, at leaſt, if not falſe and A 
ions 
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tions, which he hath every where throughout his Book, made 
upon the Life and Converſation, and Perſon of him whoſe opi- 
nion he oppoſes; whom he endeavonrs ta repreſent to the 
World and to all Poſterity, as an infamons Perſon ; as a Scan- 
dal to his Profeſſion, and a Reproach to our common Chriſtia- 
nity; as.a Man of no Principles, no Religion, no Conſcience ; 
a5 one wholly devoted to ſerve his worldly Intereſt, and reſol- 
ved to be any thing, and to do any thing, rather than loſe the 
Preferments he has gotten already , or fail of -raifing him- 
ſelf to greater. How well grounded this Accuſation is, we 
ſhall ſee by and by 3 but Pm ſure the Accuſation it ſelf does not 
fall ſhort, whatever the Proofs may ; the Charge is high and 
home enough. 

Not that 1 think neither, that our Author is ſingular in this, 
and that none before him have ever taken the ſame method, 
(viz, by Defamatory Tales) to blacken and diſgrace their Ad- 
verſaries; for I remember very well, that I have frequently 
met with ſome ſuch Tales as thoſe are which 'our Author re- 
_ lates 'of the Dear, in ſome other Controverſial Books which 
have been written by other Men of greater Zeal and Heat than 
Prudence. PE gu 

- But nevertheleſs, I cannot but remark this Difference between 
thoſe Scandalous Tales which I have met with in other Contro- 
verſial Writers,concerning their Adverſaries ; and thoſe which 
this Author hath reported concerning the Dean; namely, that 
their Tales have been commonly ſuch as were generally known 
and talk*d 'of before; ſo that in Printing them, they have 
only ſpread. their Adverſary's Diſgrace ſomewhat farther, than 
perhaps otherwiſe it would have\gone : But now his Tales are 
Originals ; they are ſuch as (if they be true) were known to 
none, or but to a very few, before he publiſh'd them ; they 
are ſuch as he ſeems to have taken a great deal of Pains to pick 
up ; nay one would think he had kept Spies upon the Dean, for 
ſome years paſt, on purpoſe to help him to them ; they are 
ſuch (for the moſt part) as if they be true, he could not come 
honeſtly by, but muſt have had from ſome falſe and treacher- 
ous Friends of the Dean, whom our Author muſt have tempted 
or hired to betray the ſecrets of Converſation. So that ' as 
much as a falſe Friend is worſe than an open and profeſs 
Enemy3z and as much as the firſt Publiſher of a Slander,is worſe 
than the Spreader of a Slander which was publiſh*d befure: So 
much, I think, our Author's Reports and Refle&ions of this 

kind- 


kind, may be reckon'd worſe, than the like Scandalous Reports 
and Refle&tions, which have been made by other Authors, of, 
or upon thoſe whom they have written againſt. 

And then beſides, there is another thing which I think is pe- 
culiar to our Author, which I do not remember I ever obſerved 
in any other Writer, and that is this, that he. not only drops 
his foul Tales and Refle&tions, here and there, as the particular 
matter he was treating of might ſuggeſt them to him (which 
is common to other Authors) but likewiſe defigns and allots be- 
fore hand, ſome certain Chapters or Se&ions of his Books (a 
very conſiderable part of each Book) on purpoſe for Calumny. 
f Writing Controverſie , peculiar to 


This I think is a way o 
himſelf. 


And ſo likewiſe, if I miſtake not, is another thing, and that 
too much worſe than the former, (Pm ſure I never before took 
notice of it in any other Author) I mean this ; that he not only 
freely praQices, but likewiſe juſtifies this way of treating thoſe 
againſt whom he writes ; and that too upon the very worſt 
Principle, viz, that of Revenge, 
that 1s the Dean, it is, no doubt, (ſays our Author) a Courſe ju- Animal. 
ſtifiable beyond all exception, to take ones Meaſures of treating him, + 353- 
from bis way of treating others> And, I do aſſure my Reader, ſays 3 37% 
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As to the Adverſary himſelf, 


he again, (after ſome whole Chapters ſpent in Reproach and 


Calumny) that nothing has been uttered by chance, or in the Heat of 
any preſent Paſſion, but upon a due, calm, and ſedate conſideration of 


what he, that is the Dean, bad falſely ſaid of others, as a Warrant 
for what was to be truly ſaid of him. 

 Hitherto, as our Author himſelf grants, the Dean had given 
him' no Provocation ; but Spite, and Envy, and Ill Nature, 
could not forbear ſhewing themſelves ; and it was a little hard 
to find a Reaſon for his Aſperſing a Man who had done him no 
wrong, nor perhaps had ever ſpoken, or ſo much as thought 


any Evil of him ; and therefore now, the Reaſon given our of 


his thus treating the Dean, is publick Juſtice. .. The Dean, 
forſooth, (as our Author ſays) had treated others very unhand- 


fomely, .and therefore he was reſolved to treat him ſo. 


Truly 


an excellent Reaſon ; as if I ſhould ſay, ſuch an one has robbed 


others, and therefore I will rob him ; for it is a Courſe juſtifiable 


beyond all exception, to take one's Meaſures of treating him, from 
bis way of treating others : Or as if I ſhould ſay, ſuch an one has 
murdered his Neighbour, and therefore I am reſolved I will be 
the Death of him 3 and I do aſſure you, I ſay this, not in the 


Heat 
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Heat of any preſent Paſſion, but upon a due, calm, and ſedate con- 
ſideration, of what he has done unjuſtly to another, as a Warrant 
for what ſhall be juſtly done to him. 

But hold, (will the Magiſtrate preſently ſay) what have you 
to do to concern your ſelf in the matter, further than only to 
inform me what the other has done amiſs ? *Tis fit indeed that 
Juſtice ſhould be done, but. it does not belong to you to do it : 
If the Man has murdered his Neighbour, that's a Warrant to me 
to hang him, but *tis none to you ; for who made you a Ruler 
and a Judge ? Therefore, pray let the Man alone, and if I don't 
do him Juſtice, Ile bear the blame of it : But if you offer to 

\ hang him upon your own- Head, though you do it never ſo duly 
and calmly, and ſedately, 1 aſſure you, Ple hang you for your 
Pains. | 

But theſe Caſes, it may be, you'l ſay, are not the {ame : I 
grant it; but they are as like, as like can well be; for if Rob- 
bery and Murder are Sins, ſo are Reproach and Railing, and 
Reviling, and Slandering, and Backbiting, and Tale-bearing, 
and Evil-ſpeaking, (or elſe -my Bible is horribly falſe Printed.) 
And therefore unleſs another Man's committing any Sin, be a 
Warrant to me to commit the ſame Sin, no Man's Reproaching 
or Slandering another, can juſtifie my Back-biting and ſpeak- 
ing Evil of him. F 

And for this I dare appeal to our Author himſelf : Let him 
ſay, whether he thinks the Dean does well in treating his Ad- 
verſaries, as he ſays he does; for if the Dean does well in it 
then why does the 4nimadverter blame and cenſure him for it * 
If it be impoſlible for him (as perhaps it is) to commend any 
Man who 1s a Deas, or any thing but what he himſelf does, yet 
methinks if a thing be really good and commendable, It Nature 
it ſelf might let it paſs without cenſure. But now if he, in his 
own Conſcience, thinks the Dean does ill, in treating his Ad- 
verſaries ſo ; how can the Dear's ill Practice juſtifie him (who 
has no Juriſdiction over the Dean) in treating the Dean in the 
ſame manner ? Eſpecially, when as yet the Dean was not his 
Adverſary, having never before, (that 1 can learn, or that the 
Animadverter himſelf does note) either ſpoken, or written, or 
done any thing to anger him. 

But it ſeems the Dean, or whoever elſe was the Author of 

the Defence of the Vindication, hath in that Book written ſome 
things by which the Animadverter thinks himſelf refiefted upon; 
and theſe have ſtirr*d up the Old Man; and therefore now in 
his 
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his ſecond Book, Entituled, Tritheiſm charged upon Dy. Sher- 
lock, &c. he lays about him much more furiouſly than before ; 
and now Publick Juſtice is no longer pretended, but private 
Revenge is barefac'dly owned to be the impulſive Cauſe of 
all his foul Language, and rude and unmannerly treating of his 
Adverſary, and pleaded in Juſtification thereof. For, p. 171. 
he ſays plainly, that his treating the Dean in ſuch manner, is 
in way of Revenge, And þ. 257. having (as I remember) ta- 
ken notice of ſome Paſſage in that Book which had angred him, 
he promiſes not to fail to reckon with him, And þ. 294. The Ani- 
madverter does ſolemnly declare, that whatever be has bore, -or may 
bear from others, be 1s reſolved not to take the leaſt Afﬀront at this 
Man's (that 1s, the Dean's) Hands, but will be ſure to repay 
bim to his Face. 

Now he that can reconcile - this ſolemn Declaration of the 
Animadverter with thoſe Goſpel-Precepts, Whatſvever ye would 
| that men ſhould do to you (not whatſoever Men have done to you) 
do ye even ſo to them : But I ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe you, Dearly Beloved, avenge not your ſelves, but 
rather give place unto Wrath: And many others to the ſame pur- 
poſe : Or with the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, who, in ſuffering 
for us, left us an Example that we ſhould follow his ſteps, — and when 
be was reviled, reviled not again, He, I ſay, that can reconcile 
this Declaration of the Animadverter with theſe and the like 
Goſpel-Precepts, and with the Example of our Lord, may, I 
think, reconcile any thing with, and to any thing ; even Light 
and Darkneſs, Hell and Heaven. And if the Animadverter, 
who makes this Declaration, be, as he ſtiles himſelf, a Divine 
of the Church of England ; I heartily pray,there may be never ano- 
ther ſuch Divine in the Nation : And I deſire him to conſider, 
whether, when that terrible Viſitation, which he ſeems ſo much 
to wiſh for, comes; and at which (as he fancies) the Dean's 
Gown will be ſtript off his Back for his Hereſie, he himſelf may 
not juſtly fear, that ſomewhat under his own Gown, nay, and 
under his Shirt too, will be ſtripped off from his; for his avow- 
edly pradtiſing, and defending, and teaching a DoQrine ſo per- 
fectly contrary both to the expreſs Precepts of the Goſpel, and 
the Example of Chriſt. 

But my Quarrel. is not with the Man, whom I declare I 
know not, but only with his way of managing Controverlſie ; I 
mean, with his mixing in every Page almoſt of his Book, and 
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in every Line almoſt of fome Pages, foul and opprohrious 
Names, and rude and ſcurrilaus Refte&tions upon the Perſon of 
him whoſe Book he undertakes to anfwer ;. which PraGtice I 
cannot but think very ungentite and unmanly, very ſilly and im- 
pertinent, and highly ſinful ; ant I hope theſe Conſiderations. 
will be ſufficient to prevait with fome few at leaſt to forbear 
It, | 
1. I think this way of managing Controverſie very ungentile 
and unmanty ; for 'tis beneath a Gentleman, or a Man of Senſe, 
to affe& or value himſelf wpon the account of ſuch Wit, as after 
all his Proficiency in Learning, the Scolds at Billinſpate, and the 
Porters and Carmen that walk the Streets, will be greater Ma- 
ſters of than he : And if our Author thinks otherwiſe, Pll un- 
dertake at a Day*s Warning, to find out and produce at leaft 
twenty of fuch raſcally People, who underſtand not one Word 
of Greek or Latin, nor ever were within the ſmell of an Uni- 
ver/ity, who ſhall any of them all out-do the Animadverter in 
his own way of Wit, the whole Academy of Billinſzsate ( who 
are the beſt qualified for it) being Judges. | 
Indeed, I think the Art of Scolding and Railing, and calling 
Names, is juſt ſuch an Accompliſhment to a Gentleman and a 
Man of' Reaſon, as the Art of Swearing Cleanly, and Curſing 
roundly. A Man who has no Wit, but would be thought to 
have ſome, and who is no Gentleman, but would be taken for 
one, may affe& ſuch fort of Langaage, and may perhaps be 
ſuch a Fool as to think it a Commendation to himfelf, that he 
neither fears God nor regards Man, nor cares who it is whom 
he provokes and affronts : But a true Wit, and a well-bred 
Gentleman, and one who underſtands Civility and good Man- 
ners,, will be ſo far from abuſing his Betters, and' affronting 
thoſe that are above him, that .he- wHl confider that there is a 
Reſpect due even to Inferiours.z and that Courtefie and Civil 
Language are what every Man in the World has a Right to ; 
and he will always praQiſe accordingly. 
Beſides;, He who is in truth a Gentleman and well-bred, 
will always, -in his way- of treating others ; even tho they are. 
very. undeſerving, have a due- regard to himſelf, and will conſi- 
der not only. what they deferve to hear, but what it becomes him 
to.ſpeak ; not only what CorreQtion they deferveto have, but what 
is decent for him to give z and if it be unbeoming his Place 
and Quality to give ſuch Correction as the others deſerve to ſuf- 
fer, he will commit the Execution of it to the proper Officer, 
as- 
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as judging it beneath a Gentleman to do the Work of a Hang- 
man. And therefore by the ſame Reaſon, if Railing and Revi- 
ling were lawfol, and were alſo the proper Puniſhment of ſome 
Faults, yet ſince *tis beneath a Gentleman to foul his own Fin- 
gers with throwing Dirt at a Raſcal; I think, if he had ſich a 
naſty piece of Work to do as this, the beſt Courſe he covid 
take, would be to go to the Academy before-mentioned, and 
to enquire there for ſome old Stander, who had taken all his 
Degrees, and performed all his Exerciſes there with good Ap- 
plauſe 3 and then, only juſt ſhewing him his Game, to let him 
looſe upon it, and to commit the Care and Management of the 
whole matter to him; who would be much better able to do ir, 
and would do it much more gracefully and becomingly than the 
Gentleman himſelf could, and might aiſo be hired to ir for 
a ſmall Reward. 

2. Another thing I have to obje& againſt this way of Wri- 
ting, is, the Fooliſhneſs and Impertinence of it. For what 
does it ſignifie in any matter of Controverſie, whether the Per- 
ſon whoſe Opinion I write againſt underſtand Greek and Latin 
ſo well as I do, when the Matter debated is not a Matter of 
Language but of Reaſon? Or if I can truly charge kim with 
Adultery or Inceſt, and can prove it by twenty living Witneſs, 
yet what is this towards the proving his Opinion in ſome ſpe- 
culative Point to be Erroneous or Heretical ? For is it impoſſj- 
ble that an Adulterer or Inceſtuous Perſon ſhould ntter a true 
Propoſition ? Or may not a Man who is guilty of none of theſe 
or the like Immoralities, yet be miſtaken in his Judgment of 
ſome Point of Faith, or argue fooliſhly and illogically ? If there- 
fore I would effeually confute his Notion, I mult examine 
his Arguments, not his Life, and ſhew the Weakneſs of his 
Reaſoning, not the Frailties and Miſcarriages of his Converſa- 
tion ; and whatever I ſay upon this laſt Topick is, at the be, 
a trifling Digrefſion from my main Subjz&, For my Bulineſs is 
not to aſperſe my Adverſary, but to confute him ; not to in- 
form the World what manner of Man he is in his Carriage and 
Behaviour, and how much a better Man I am than he ; but to 
ſhew that my Arguments are ſtronger, my Reaſoning cloſer and 
more to- the purpoſe, and my Opinion better gronnded thin 
his: And in order to this, what does It fignifie to tell the Yorld 
where my Adverſary was born and bred; in what Way he had 


his Education ; where he hathdwelt for a good part of his Life; Vil.p.: 7 


what ſort of looking Man he is, and how much fairer and plum- 
C2 er 
V;C 


per my Cheeks are than his, ſ that there is no danger that'we | 
| ſhould ever be taken the one for the other ; how much he .hath 


been miſtaken in other things formerly, and that he himſelf 
hath ſometimes owned himſelf miſtaken; which I never did, 
nor will do; that to be ſure his Arguments can't be ſo good as 
mine, becauſe he underſtands nothing near ſo many Greek words 
as I do, nor (as I can learn) does he give away ſo much to the 
Poor as Il do; beſides, how 1s it poſlible that he ſhould fpeak 
Reaſon in any thing, who has forgot, in great meaſure, not 
only his Grammar, but his ſpelling Book, who oftentimes writes 
then for than, that for who, and whom for which, and-commits 
ſo many other Blunders in writing, (he or his Printer for him, 
and he ſo Blind as to overlook them when he has the Sheets ſent 
him to corre&) that you may take it for granted, without look- 
ing into any of his Books, that there can be nothing in them 
worth your-Reading, | $1] | 

Theſe and ſuch like are many of the douvghty Arguments 
brought by the Animadverter, to prove that the Dean is hor- 
ribly miſtaken in his Notion of the Trinity, and that he is a 
down-right Tritbeift ; and whether they are Arguments or Im- 
pertinencies let the World judge. 

Or if he ſhall ſay, that he deſigned theſe and ſuch like Refle- 
Qtions only for Ornaments and Embeliſhments of his Diſcourſe, 
and to help to keep the Reader awake, while he was reading 
his Books, (which indeed I think is the beſt Reaſon, tho it be 
but a bad one, that can be given for the uſe of ſych Scurrilities) 
I ſhall only ask, what ſort of Readers he defign'd his Books for, 
were they Fools or Wife Men? For if it was for Fools that he 
deſign'd them, ( and Fools indeed they muſt be who can be 
pleaſed with ſuch Fooleries) he might have ſpared all that part 
of his Books, which pretends to deep Learning and cloſe Argu- 
ment, in Mood and Figure ; as being what they can no more 
read nor ſpell, nor make any thing of, than the Dean can of the 
Eleven Hundred and Ninety Nine Millions of Greek Words, 
which the Animadverter has not yet been pleaſed to communi- 
cate to the World. But if he deſfign'd his Books for the Reading 
of Wiſe Men, and Men of Senſe; I muſt tell him, that ſuch are 
moſt pleaſed with ſuch Arguments,and with ſuch a way of man- 
aging them, as are ſuitable to the Subje& treated of ; and rhat 
when the Subject is grave and ſerious (as certainly, if any be, 
that is which he treats of, viz. the Dodarine of the Trinity) to 
inſert in every Page almoſt ſuch ſcurrrilous Refletions upon the 
Dean, 
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Dean, deſign'd, as any one would thiak, on purpoſe to make the 
Reader ſmile, is altogether as abſurd and improper, as it would 
be to dance Jiggs at a Funeral. 

Beſides, if his Deſign in making theſe ſcandalous RefleQions 
upon the Dean, had been only to divert and recreate his Reader, 
he might have done that as well or better, and Pm ſure more in- 
nocently,by Printing in every Page of his Book, (eſpecially where 
the Argument is knotty) one or two of the Oxford Feſts, or of 
the Hundred Merry Tales, which would have been every whit 
as much to the purpoſe, and would as fully have made good 
againſt the Dean the Charge of Trithe:ſm, as all the Scurrilous 
Reflections which the 4nimadverter hath made upon him, and 
all the Scandalous Tales which he hath told of him ; and I am 
much miſtaken, if they would not have been alſo as pleaſing to 
all but the malicious Readers ; and I hope our Author did not 
mean to calculate his Book only for ſuch. 

It muſt be granted indeed, I believe our Author himſelf will 
grant it, that theſe or the like Jeſts or Tales would have been 
very impertinent in a Book of Controverſie about a grave and 
ſerious Subject, or indeed in any Book of Reaſoning and Ar- 
gument ; but ſo, I ſay, are no leſs any other Jeſts or Stories, 
tho* they have never ſo much Malice in them, and never ſuch 
ſharp and long Stings ; the beſt thing that can be ſaid of them, 
is, that they are nothing to the purpoſe, and that they ſerve 
only to divert the Reader, and to take off his Thoughts from 
the Conſideration of the Argument and Subjet, which the 
Book pretends to treat of, And this is the Reaſon of what k 
ſaid before, viz, That the mixing of ſuch Stories and RefleQi- 
ons in any Book of Controverſie, is a juſt Prejudice againſt the 
Book ; for it may reaſonably be preſumed, that the Author him- 
ſelf is conſcious of ſome Fallacy or Weakneſs in his own Reaſon- 
ing, when he takes ſo much Gare to give his Reader ſuch fre- 
quent Diverſions : It looks as if he was afraid leſt otherwiſe his 
Reader ſhould think too intently upon his Arguments, and ex- 
amine them too ſtrictly, and by that means diſcern where the 
Fallacy lay. So that I believe, that what the Animadverter ſays 
of the Dean, p. 184. may be truly ſaid of all that affe& this 
way of Writing Controverſie, viz. That they are never ſo high 
upon the Huff and Rant, (and I add, nor upon the Pin of Railing 
and Reviling) as when they are loweſt in Point of Reaſon. 

3. But if Clowniſhneſs and Impertinence had been my only 


Objections againſt this way of Writing, I think I ſhould _— 
ave 


have troubled my ſelf much about it ; but what T am mnch 
more offended with-1n it, and which is in truth a much juſter 
Ground of Offence, is the great Wickedneſs of it. For if (for 
Inſtance) thoſe ſcurriſous Reflections which our Anthor hath 

| made upon, and thoſe ſcandalous Tales which he hath told of 


the Dean, .are falſe and ungrounded, then they are Slanders, that 


is, they are Lies, and the worſt and moſt hurtful ſort /of Lies, 
the moſt injurious, and the moſt uncharitable Lies : Or if they 
are true, yet if they are not certainly known to þe ſo by the 
Diſperſer of them, {till they are Slanders : For he who affirms 
any matter of Fa&t, which he knows not the Truth of, is equally 
a Liar, whether the thing be really true or falſe : He is as much 
a Liar, if he affirms what he knows not, as if he affirms con- 
trary to his Knowledge, And I doubt moſt of the Tales which 
the Animadverter hath publiſhed concerning the Dean, are (at 
the beſt) of this ſort ; that 1s, ſuch Tales, as tho* perhaps they 
may be true, yet the Animadverter is not aſſured of the Truth 
of; having taken them np only upon uncertain Report, or elſe 
upon the Information of fuch, as (whether with Cauſe or with- 
out it matters not )-are the Deans Enemies, and therefore 
ought not to: be entirely relied upon in thoſe Reports which 
they make:of him to his Diſadvantage. 

But T- will ſuppoſe the 'moſt that can be ſappos'd to juſtifie 
the Anmnadverter, viz. That ali the Reflections which he makes 
upon the Dean are well 'grounded, and all the Stories which he 
reports. of him, true; and that he knows them to be ſo. For 
even in this Caſe I think they are by no means to be juſtified, 
Becauſe ftill, tho* they'are not Slanders, they are Evil-ſpeak- 
ings; tho? they are not Lies, they are uncharitable Defamati- 
ons, And1 never yet met with any Divine, nor ever conſulted 
any Caſuuſt, who would allow as lawful, the ſpreading even of a 

_ true Report to onr Nejighbour's Prejudice, unleſs when we are 
obliged -to it, either by Juſtice or Charity to our ſelves or 
others. And this 'm ſure is the Dodrine of . that excellent 
Church, of which the Animadverter ſtiles himſelf a Divine, 
which "teaches all her Children in her Catechiſm, to keep their 
Tongues from Evil-ſpeaking, as well as from Lying aud Slandering, 
(1 with our D:217e had Tearnt his Catechiſm better before he had 
taken: Orders, or had not ſtudied Heathen Greek ſo much ince, 
as to forget it.) And herein the Church teaches no more than 
the Scripture does, nor the Scripture more than is grounded on 
Natural Reaſon. | 
> 261 And 
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And for this I dare appeal to any Man,even to the Animadocr- 


ter himſelf, whom, from his Books only (for I judge from nothing 
elſe) I have ſome Reaſon to believe to he a Man ſubje& to tl: 
like Frailties and Paſſions with other Men ; I appeal to him, -] 
ſay, whether this be doing as he himſelf would be done unto, whict: 


Is a Rule of Natural Equity, as well as the great Rule both of 


Juſtice and Charity, preſcribed by the Chriſtian Law. Let the 
Animadverter himielf declare (and he has already more than 
once declared ir) what Opinion he would have of, and what 
Judzment he himfelf would paſs, upon that Man who ſhould 
deal fo by him as he has dealt by the Dean ; that is, who ſhould 


make it his Buſineſs to examine {trictly and narrowly into all the - 


Parts and Actions of his Life, even from his Cradle, and then 
meerly, either to gratifie his own Malice, or to blaſt his Repu- 
tation, or to make ſport for others, ſhould publiſh to the World 
all the Imprndencies of his Diſcourſe, and all the Follies of his 
Behaviour and Converſation. Let him fay, whether he ſhould 
think that the Man who fhould deal ſo by him, did deal with 
him after a friendly and civil manner ; whether he would think 
that in ſo doing he ſhew'd himſelf a good Chriſtian and a kind 
Neighbour, But now juſt as he would judge of another that 
ſhould deal fo by him, ſo will all Impartial Men judge of him, 
for his treating the Deaz in this rude and ſcurrilous and unchri- 


ſtian manner ; and that too (fo far as appears, nay as he him- - 


ſelf ſeems to own) for no other End and Defign, but only to 
gratifie his own ill Humour, and to fatiate his Revenge. And 
indeed, what other End (I mean what good End) and Detign 
he cauld have in it, I caw't imagin, 


For if he ſhall ſay, that he did it to leſfen Mens Opinion ct: 


the Dean, and to hinder his farther Preterment ; tho I cannot 
allow this to be a very laudable deſign, yet I fay, it it was fo, 
his Books are come out too late to anſwer this end ; for the 
World is already very well ſatisfied of the Dean's Worth, and 
I believe I may fay, the Dean himſelf is very well fatisfied with 
his preſent Preferments. 

Or if he ſhall ay, that he did it to hinder the ſpreading of 
the Dean's Peftilential Error, (as he accounts it) concerning 


the Trinity ; I have already ſhew'd that all his ſcurrilous Refie- - 


&ions upon the Deans Perſon, are nothing at all to this Pur- 


poſe; for a Man may be a very bad Man as to Morals, and yet . 


have a true and ſound Judgment as to Speculative Matters ; and 


if our- Author never yet heard of any who held the Truth in Un- . 
; righteouſneſs, .. 
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( 22 ) 
righteouſneſs, le dire& him, if he pleaſes, to the Chapter and 
Verſe where he may read of them. 
Or laſtly, if he ſhall ay, that he did it for publick good,and 
in order to bring the Dean to condign Puniſhment 3 I muſt as 
for 'what ? for his Hereſie ? or for his Immoralities ? If he ſhall 
ſay for his Hereſie ; I muſt ask again, how can a Charge of Im- 
morality prove a Hereſie? Or if he ſhall ſay, for his Immorali- 
ties ; I mult beg leave to tell him, that he hath taken a quite 
wrong method in order to this deſign; for that *tis not the cu- 
ſtom of our Country, to ſuſpend or deprive, or to condemn 
and hang upon Hear-ſays , and Printed Refle&tions and Accu- 
ſations z but what our Law requires in ſuch Caſes, is, that the 
Accuſed have the Accuſer Face to Face; that the Accuſer ſhould 
make good his Accuſation by his Corporal Oath, and that the 
Accuſed have liberty to ſpeak for himſelf. And if the 4nimad- 
verter can this way make good againſt the Dean, the Charge of 
any ſuch Crime as deſerves publick Animadverſion, let him do 
it; The Courts both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical are open ; and 
there is not yet (God be thanked) ſo much want of Diſci- 
Pline in either, but that he who is fairly proved a Criminal,may 
and will receive the due Reward of his evil Deeds. Or if after 
the Animadverter has done this, there ſhould be ſtill a ſtop or 
failure of Juſtice, -he, however, may ſatisfie himſelf in this, 
that he has done all that belong'd to him to do, and all that 
lawfully he could do, fo that, if there be a Fault, it muſt lie 
at another*s Door. 
If therefore the Animadverter had not (and I think he could 
not have) any good Deſign of Juſtice or Charity to ſerve, in 
' making theſe ſcurvy Reflections upon, and reporting theſe Scan- 
dalous Tales of the Dean, the beſt Names I can call them by 
(even ſuppoſing them to be Truths) are Calumnies, Reproaches, 
Revilings, Back-bitings, Evil-ſpeakings, and uncharitable De- 
famations ; and if he can juſtifie it as a laudable PraQtice, and 
agreeable to the Chriſtian Religion, thus to blaſt, and ſo far as 
in him lies, to ruin his Neighbours Reputation, only to make 
himſelf and his Readers ſport, it muſt be by ſome private Go- 
ſpel, which he has gotten to himſelf, and keeps (together with 
his great Hoard of Greek Words). on purpoſe for his own uſe ; 
for Pm ſure it can't be done by that Bible which was put into 
his Hands at his Ordination. 
But this is, in many Caſes, the leaſt miſchief of ſuch Slander- 
ous or uncharitable Reports, viz. that they injure our _ 
our 


bour in his Reputation, and rob him of his Good Name, which 
to moſt Men.is almoſt as dear as their Life ; . for if the Perſon 
aſpers'd hath a publick Office and CharaQter, or if he be in a 
good Capacity.by his Inſtructions or Example to promote the 
Practice of Piety and Vertue in the World (as every Clergyman 
is in ſome degree, and thoſe moſt of all who are of greateſt 
Eminence in the Church) cauſeleſly toaſperſe and beſpatter ſuch 
a Man, whether by true or falſe Reports, is the occaſion of a 
publick miſchief, as being the moſt effe&ual means that could 
be uſed, to hinder and diſable him from doing that Good in 
the World, which otherwiſe he might, and ”tis to be hop'd 
would have done. 

And indeed one would be tempted to think that the Animad- 
werter had this very thing in his Mind when he wrote theſe 
Books : He ſeems to have envy'd the Dean that Good which 
he had done, and might do in the World, by his Excellent 
Preaching and Writings, and to be reſolved, if it was poſſible, 
to hinder their having any good Effect. For I cannot imagin 
what elſe ſhould be the meaning and deſign of his vilifying and 
diſparaging (as he does) thoſe highly uſeful Treatiſes which the 
Dean had publiſhed, of Death and Judgment ; and of his endea- 
vouring to prejudice Men againſt the Reading of thoſe Books, 
by repreſenting them as not worth their Reading,as Books which 
they can get no good by ; for theſe are his Words, pag. 286. 
Church-Commiunicn, Death, and Judgment : Upon theſe and the 
like Heads, the two laſt eſpecially, he, that is, the Dean, may con- 
tinue Writing and Printing, and Printing and Writing, (and the 
World never the wiſer for either ) even until his own Subjed over- 
takes him. . 

And therefore, ſince this ſeems to have been the Animadver- 
ters Defign, viz. to hinder the Dean from doing that Good in 
the World, which God hath enabled and firted him for (and if 
it was, Pm ſure it was a very Unchriſtian Defign) I cannot but 
think it a piece of good Service to the Publick, and conſequent- 
ly, if it may be thought a Digreſſion, yet a very pardonable one, 
upon this fair occaſion given, to ſhew that all the rade RefleQi- 
ons which he hath made upon the Dean, and all the Malicious 
Tales which he hath told of him (ſuppoſing them true and well 
grounded) are by no means ſufficient to prove the Dean to be 
{ſuch an one, as the Animadverter throughout kis whole Book 
hath endeavoured to repreſent him to the World ; viz. a Man 
of no Principles, no Conſcience, and no Charity. X 
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The Charge truly is home ; and, as Inditments nſually do, 
runs in a high ſtrain, and if it can bewell proved (and Pm ſure 
there appears no lack of Will in the Armimadverter if it be not 
proved) the Dean's buſineſs is done for ever ; and he may &en 
Preach and write his heart out, upon the beft and moſt uſeful 
Subjedts, and little will the World be the better for any thing 
that can be ſpoken or written by a Man of ſuch a black Chara- 
&er. Let's ſee therefore now how this Charge is made good. 

Why firſt then, to prove that he is a Man of no Principles, 
_ and no Conſcience, take this Story, p. 2917. He told a certain 
Iriſh Biſhop, that he would be Crucified, before be would take the new 
Oath to King William and Queen Mary, when yet bis meaning was, 
that be was reſolved to do it, and accordingly did ſo. 

Now as to that Part of the Charge, v:z. that when the Deaz 
made that Declaration,his Meaning was quite otherwiſe ; I have 
nothing: to ſay bur this ; that *tis a down-right Lie and Slander ; 
for if it was really true, that he had fuch a Meaning, yet "tis 
what the Animadverter could not poſlibly know to be true, and 
therefore he muſt be a Liar and Slanderer in affirming it to be 
fo; and without that Clauſe, the Story is no more than this, 
(and for ought I know it may be trne), That be once told an Iriſh 
Biſhop that he would be Crucifted, before be would take the new Oath 
to King William and Queen Mary, and yet after that be took it. 

Very well ; and domt all that know the Dean, know that he 
was a long while diſſatised about this Oath, and that he 
thought he could not take it witha good Conſcience ? And then, 
what Harm TI pray was there in his uſing that Expreſſion, to 
declare his Reſolution rot to do any thing againſt his Conſci- 
ence ? I will be Crucified before Ple do it. 

Aye but after this he took the Oath. True; and have 
Thouſands more in the Nation, who ſcrupled it when it was 
firſt enjoyned, and while they ſcrupled it, declared as much 
againſt it, as he ; and yet afterwards received Satisfa&tion, and 
took it. And what hvrt is there in all this ? in refuſing to do a 
Thing, while we think it an ill Thing, and in declaring (while 
we have that notion of it) that we will not do it, and yet duing 
this very ſame Thing afterwards, when we are ſatisfied that we 
may lawfully do it ? | 

Truly I think both parts of the Story (if it were in a charita- 
ble Man's hand) might much more fairfy he turned to the Dear”s 
Advantage, -and might much more reaſonably be brought to 
prove, that he had a tender Conſcience and acted according to 
It, 


(25) 
it. For ſo it was, that he received not Satisfaction in the Point 
of taking the Oath,till long after he had loſt all his Preferments 
for refuſing it; and becauſe he was not fatisfied, he ſubmitted 
fo the Penalty of the Law, and fuffered himſelf to be deprived 
of all; which I think is a very good Reaſon to believe, that he 
was truly honeſt, and in good earneſt in refuſing the Oath ; and 
that if Crucifixion (inſtead of Deprivation) had been made the 
Penalty of refuſing it, he would have been as good as his Word, 
and have ſubmitted to that too, rather than have taken the 
Oath againſt his Conſcience. Bur afterwards, when he had loſt 
all for refuſing the Oath, he became ſatisfied of its lawfulneſs ; 
and being ſo, he publickly declared his Satisfaction to the World, 
and was likewiſe fo fair as to publiſh the Grounds and Reaſons 
of his own Satisfaction about it ; which perhaps was what few 
other Men, when Things were gone ſo far, would have done. 
But nevertheleſs, this alſo was truly what it became a Man of 
Conſcience' and Honeſty to do ; viz. to comply with the Con- 
ftitution, though he had ſkood out fo long againſt it, after he 
was ſatisfied he might lawfully comply with ir, and not (as a 
proud, paſſionate, or peeviſh Man, in ſuch a Cafe, would have 
done) help to continue a Diviſion in the Church, and to keep 
up a Faftion in the State, rather than ſo publickly own that he 
himſelf had once been in a Miſtake. And I heartily wiſh that 
all the Separatiſts from our Church, had always had the ſame 
Honeſty ; for then, I am perſwaded, their Number would have 
been always much fewer than it has been, and would be now 
much leſs than it is. This then is the whole of the Story, (and 
let all candid and impartial Men judge how far the Dear 1s affe- 
Qed by it), The Dean, while be thought the Oath unlawful, ſaid he 
would not take it, but afterwards when he was ſatisfied of its Law= 
Fulneſs, be took it. And yet this is the Story which the 4nimad- 


Animady, 


verter ſeems to lay the greateſt Streſs upon, having taken Care Tritheiſm, 
to Print it in both his Books. | | P. 291» 


Well then, if this Tale wort hurt, let's try another; P. 292. 
When one very well acquainted with the former (he muſt mean the 
Dean, or elſe his Story is doubly impertinent) ſaid, that thoſe 
very Hands of his ſhould reſtore King James, but that they were 
tied up for Writing, his meaning was, that thoſe Flands ſhould 
write Anſwers to King James's Declarations. 

Now here, as before, I except againſt our Author's Teſti- 
mony.as to Meaning », for that's a matter that I'm ſure he can't 
fivear to, without being perjured : And when that Clauſe 
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only. is taken ont, the reſt of the Story (ſuppoſing it to be true) 
is as harmleſs as a Bee that hath loſt its'Sting, being in effect 
no_.more than this: That while the Dean thought himſelf not 
diſcharg'd from his Allegiance to King James, he was true to 
. Tis Principle, and would have run any reaſonable Hazard to 
have reſtor'd him : But that afterwards, when he was fatisfied 
that he was diſcharg'd from his Allegiance to King Fames, and 
that King William had a right to his Allegiance, and when he 
had taken an Oath to King Wilkam, he acted ſtill according to 
his Principle, and according to the Oath which he had taken. 
And I heartily wiſh, that all others who have taken the Oath 
to King William, had always done, and would ſtill do fo too; 
and not as ſome do, by their Behaviour and Converſation, ſince 
they have taken the Oath, give too juſt Occaſion to the World 
to think, that they took the Oath to King William, with a ſe- 
cret Reſerve of Allegiance to King James. | 

But if theſe won't do, our Author has a third Story of the 
{ame kind, and to the ſame purpoſe ; viz to prove that the Dean 
is a Man of no Conſcience, (for I muſt take it for granted that 
he means the Dean, tho? he is not pleaſed to name him) the 
Tale is this, P. 300. Has be (viz the Adnimadyverter) wrote 4a 
Plea for the Lawfulneſs of taking the new Oaths to King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, aſſerting it upon the ſtricteſt Principles, 
(as one calls them) of old Church of England Loyalty, and after a 
few Weeks wrate another Book, to prove the utter unlawfulneſs of the 
ſame ? (both which Pieces have flown abroad as far as Manu- 
ſcripts could well ſpread.) 

Now, if there be any Truth at all in this Story (which I 
declare I know nothing of) this I believe was the Truth of 
the Caſe : The impoſition of the Oath of Allegiance to: King 
William and Queen Mary, gave Occaſion to a new Caſe of Con- 
ſcience, which none then living in England had had much Reaſon 
to ſtudy, and which perhaps very few had ſtudied or thought 
much of before; and therefore the Dean, like a wiſe and 
good Man, being reſolv'd not to take the Oath (as ſome others 
perhaps did) Hand over Head, without duly conſidering it, 
{et himſelf to the ſerious ſtudy of this Caſe 3 and that he might 
make the better. Judgment of it, was minded to lay before him- 
ſelf, as it were inone view, all the Reaſons and Arguments which 
he could think of, either for or againſt Swearing ; and theſe 
Papers, 'tis very likely that he (as any wiſe Man would do) 
might ſhew to lus Friends, that he might have their Judgment 
of 


27 
of the ſeveral Arguments on each fide; and his Friends he- 
ing at that time of divers Judgments, ſome for taking the 
Oath, ana ſome againſt it, ?tis very probable, that ſome of each 
fide, according as they were inclined, might defire the Dea: 
to favour them with Copies of what he had written 3 and in 
gran:ing their Deſire, he did no more than became a Frien! 
to do. But if, after this, the Papers on both ſides became more 
publick than the Dean defigrd they ſhould, or than was proper 
for Papers of that kind to be; this is what, if it be a Favir, 
mult be charg'd to his Friends Account, not to his. - And i: 
not this now a plain Demonſtration, that the Dean is a mccr 
Weathercock, and notably given to turning round ? 

As a farther argument of which, the An:madyerter tells ano- 
ther little Story, p. 316. of a certain Divine (the Dean, no 
doubt this was (of a very voluble Conſcience, who ſaid of the new 
Oath before he took it, the more I think ont, the worſe I like it. 

Now had this Divine, (as perhaps ſome others have) faid this, 
after he had taken the Oath, I think indeed, it would have been 
an Argument of great Volubility ; but ſince the Animadverter 
himſelf grants, that *twas before he took the Oath, that he 
ſaid this concerning it ; I ſhall ev'n leave the Story to ſhift for 


it ſelf, and the Dean's greateſt Enemies to make the worlt: 


they can of it. For moſt certainly, had he lik'd it ſooner, he 
would have taken it ſooner, and not have ſtaid till he was dc- 
priv'd of All for refuſing it. 


But if all this be not enough to prove him a Man of no Con-: 


ſcience and no Principles, take this other Story, (if it can be: 
calPd a Story) ?tis in p. 300. Did be (viz. the Animadverter) upon. 
the late Publick turn of Affairs, not only moſt zealouſly own King 
James's Cauſe himſelf, but alſo join with, and abet thoſe who ownd it 
too,and yet preſently after,in a barbarous manner, reficd# upon and in- 
fult over thoſe very Perſons, when they bad Iſt all they had for it 2? 
No truly, I never heard that the 4nimadyerter did ſo, nor does 
the Animadverter ſay that the Dean ever did thus ; and till he 
ſays it, who, Pm confident, would not be backward in faying 
ſuch a thing of the Dean, it he could ſay it; I know no. Rea- 

ſon that any Man has to believe that the Dean ever did fo. 
Well, what is wanting in the Weight of: the Arguments, 
you ſhall have in their Number - therefore take this farther 
Tale, p. 301. The Dean's refuſal of the Oath, gave him Opportunity 
to enter into the Boſoms of thoſe who refuſed it too, and to obſerve 
their Behaviour, and to ſcan all that was cither ſaid or doxe by 
thein, 
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them. Aye, moſt certainly ſo it did; But what then? Why, 
ſays the 4:1madverter, I bope be did it, without turning it to their 
Prejudice. Enough in all Reafon, and much more than enough 
-to clear and acquit the Dean from all Blame; for if the fnimad- 
verter himſelf hopes it, I'm ſure any Man elſe my fafely believe 
it, I had almoſt ſaid, fafely ſwear it. But then follows an vg- 
ly Tho', Tho the known Caſe of Dr. H--n, and Dr. J--m, (who com- 
plain of a ſcurvy Trick plaid them for their Confidence) ſhews that 
n this Man, Hearing, and Seeing, and Saying nothing do not al- 
ways go together, Now as to this known at hire theſe things to 
ſay ; Firſt, that as known as it is, I never heard one Tittle of it 
before, nor can I gueſs who are the Men he means by Dr. #---n. 
and Dr. F---m., nor what was the ſcurvy Trick that the Dean 
plaid them ; and yet I have kept a conſtant Correfpondence 
with your ſelf and ſeveral other Friends at Zondon, whom I 
always deſire to ſend me all the News that's ſtirring ; and I 
have likewiſe been there ſeveral times my ſelf, fince the Dear 
took the Oath; and have always been at leifure to hear any ſuch 
idle Stories as the Town affords. This likewiſe may be ſaid, 
that Complamners, eſpecially if they are ſuch as be given to com- 
laining, do fometimes complain without Reaſan, and often- 
times more than they have Reaſon to do, and therefore are not 
entirely to: be truſted. I have this alſo farther to ſay ; that 
perhaps. what the Deas is ſaid to have diſcloſed might be a. mat- 
ter of Treaſon, or ſomewhat near a-kin to it; and in ſuch 
Caſes, to a Man who tenders the Peace of his Country, and 
who means any thing by an Oath of Allegiance, I think, that 
Hearing, and Seeing, and Saying nothing, ought not to go 
together, And laſtly, I have this farther to ſay ; that I can't 
believe there is much of Truth in this Story, or that 
whatever it be, it is much to the purpofe ; becauſe I obſerve 
the Animadverter himſelf knows very little of this known cafe ; 
for in the Line but -juſt before, he had faid, that he hoped the 
Dean did not turn that Knowledge which he had of the Non- 
ſwearers, by means of his former Intimacy with them, to their 
Prejudice ; and I believe I may depend upon it, that the 4ni- 
madyerter does not ſo abound in Charity on the Dear's ſide, as 
to hope againſt his own Knowledge, or againſt good Infor- 
mation. 

But if all the former Tales are not ſufficient to prove the 
Dean a Man-of no Conſcience, and a meer time-ſerver, and 
utterly to ruine his Reputation; certatrnly this is, p. 3013. This 
Man 
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Mean bad bis Preferments all the time kept void for him, (thanks 
to bis Fſonourable Dioceſan, whom I doubt not but he has ſince fairly 
requited, for that ſupererogation of his Kindneſs to him) —— Nor 
was this all, that his Places were kept undiſpoſed of, during his Su- 
ſpen/10n 7, but as ſoon as he took the Oath (the time of which was 
fairly intimated by a Friend of his at a Publick Table at Oxon, 
about three Months before he took it) as ſoon,I ſay,as he bad taken it, 
he was 1mmediately, and per ſaltum, mounted up to one of the beſt 
Preferments in the Church of England, which demonſtrated (O the 
force of Demonſtration, who can withſtand it !) that his Recu- 
ſancy of the Oath was not accounted ſo criminal a thing, by thoſe 
who knew him, as to need any time of Probation, gradually to clear 
and ſet him right again in their Opinions; but that he preſently ſtep- 
ped forth, all Worth, Merit, and pure Allegiance, after the Turn 
was once ſerved, and the Scene was over, 

This is a very long Story indeed, but how it refie&ts upon 
the Dean, or whom the Author deligned to refle& upon in. it, 
I am ſcarce able to gueſs. | 

For firſt, was it a Fault in the Dean, that the King did not 
diſpoſe of the Maſterſhip of the Temple, and that the Dean 
and Chapter of $t. Paul's did not diſpoſe of his Living, and the 
Pariſhioners of St. Dunſtans in the Weſt, of his Le&ure, as ſoon: 
as they were void by the A 2 Or was it the Dear's Fault, 
that his Honourable Dioceſan, the Biſhvyp of London, did nor take 
the Advantage of preſenting to his Living when it was lapſed 
to. him ? Or was It a Crime in the Dean, that after he was ſa- 
tisfied in the point of Swearing, he did not refuſe to accept 
again thoſe Preferments which he had loſt, when their Majeſties 
were kindly pleaſed to reſtore them to him? Or laſtly, was it a 
Crime, that whentherr Majeſties were graciouſly pleaſed to no- 
minate him to the Deanry of St.PauPs,he did (moſt ungraciouſly): 
accept of it ? For if none of theſe were Crimes, (and if they were, 
F delire the Animadverter, in the next Edition of his Book, out of 
his profound Knowledge,to give the World an Account,by what 
Word they are to be expreſs'd; I ſay, if none of theſe were 
Crimes) I cawt imagine to what purpoſe this Story is told, or 
| how it refle&s upon the Dean - Or if it can be thought refle&- 
ing upon him, it joyns him. however with very good Company. 
whom 1t refleqs upon as much, or more than on him; even 
with the King and Queen's. Majeſty, in whoſe Diſpoſal (if I 
miſtake not) .the Temple is; and with the Dean and Reſidentiaries. 
of St. PauPs, which then. were, who (l think) were m——_ 
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for that Turn, of kis Living; and with the Biſhop of London, 
to whom his living was lapſed after Six Months Voidance ; and 
laſtly with the whole Pariſh, or at leaſt with all the Leading 
Men of the Pariſh of St. Dunſtan's, who would not in all that 
time chuſe another LeQurer : All whom, together with the 
Dean”s Prophetical Friend at Oxon, the Animadverter ſeems to 
ſuppoſe to have been in a Confederacy, to put a Trick upon 
the World, and to ſerve ſome Furn, (tho? what Turn, tis 
hard to Imagin) by the Deaw's refufing the Oath for Fourteen 
or Fifteen Months, and then at laſt taking it, And who can 
believe ſuch a thing, let him believe it for me. 

But the 4nimadverter has one Story ſtill behind 3 but ?tis a 
Rnocker down, *tis ſo very bad, that even he himſelf, ſuch is 
his Charity for the Dean, would not expreſs it otherwiſe, than 
by way of ' Wiſh or Advice, p. zor. I would adviſe bim, (that is, 
the Dean) to lay his Hand upon his Heart (if be can find where 
it 1s) and conſider how many worthy -and ſincere Perſons, bave by 
the fallacious influence of his Example, and Pretences ( ſtill blced- 
ing freſh, both in their Minds and the Minds of many others) been 
brought, through their Refuſal of the Oath, to Miſery and Want, 
and a piece of Bread when they can get it ; which, let me tell bim, is 
a very dreadful Conſideration. 

Alack and wg{l-a-day! truly a very ſad and melancholy Sto- 
Ty !*But what to make of it I can't imagin, more than this 3 
That the Dean, while he thought the Oath unlawful, refuſed 
to take'it; and not only fo, but he was likewiſe very free in de- 


 <claring to ſuch as converſed with him the Reaſons of his refu- 


iing it; (Now this, it ſeems, he ſhould not have done; but tho? 
he would not ſwear himſelf, nay, . tho? at that time he thought 
it unlawtul to do fo, yet he ſhould have done all he could 
to perſuade others to Swear : Thanks to the Animadverter for 
this InſtruQiion ; for before this, if I ſhould have been in the 
Deans Caſe, I ſhould have done juſt as he did, and ſhould ra- 
ther have endeavour'd to perſuade my Friends to be of my Opi- 
nion, than have difſſuaded them from it, when I was perſuaded 
of the Truth of it) well, but ſo it was, that whether. by the 
influence of his Example, or the ſeeming ſtrength of his Rea- 
ſons (for *tis paſt my skill to gueſs what our Author means, by 
the then and ſtill freſh bleeding Pretences in the Minds of many) 
ſeveral of thoſe who then kept him Company, were ſo 
confirmed in their Opinion againſt :Swearing, as finally to 4-4 
uſe 
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faſe the Oath, and tobe deprived' of all : And ſome of theſe, 
it ſeems, are now in great want. 

' Now to this, I ſay, that if theſe worthy and ſincere Perſons 
were influenc'd meerly by the Deaw's Example, they might be 
ſincere, ' but they ſhew'd no great Wiſdom, in following any 
Mars Example, without other Reaſon, to their own Ruin; and 
I can only wonder that theſe wiſe People did not much rather 
follow the ſame Man's Example afterwards, when in all likeli- 
hood it would have been for their Advantage : Bur if they were 
his Reaſons and Arguments againft Swearing which they were 
influenc'd by, more than by his Example ; that I fay was no 
Fault of the Dean's, unleſs it was a Fault in him, that when 
his own Judgment was againſt Swearing, he did not however 
plead for Swearing ; which, I confeſs, I, in my forry Judgment, 
ſhould have thought a much greater Fault. But all that can be 
ſaid in the Caſe, I think is this; That if any of thoſe who did 
finally refuſe the Oath, and were deprived of All, and are now 
in want, would have taken it, if it had not been for thoſe Rea- 
fons and Arguments againſt ir, which they had heard the Dean 


fometimes urge; it was a very unhappy thing for them, that 


they did light into the Dean's Company at thoſe times. But 
as for the ſad Conſequences of that Miſtake: which the Dean did 
innocently lead: them into, I fay that he is by no means an- 
ſwerable for them, eſpecially having fince done all that was 
poſſible for him to: do, both to- prevent the ſad Conſequences of 
the Miſtake, and to cure and reCifie the Miſtake it ſelf, by 
forthwith Printing thoſe Reaſons upon which he himſelf was 
—_ to take the Oath, after he had fo long ſcrupld and re- 
ed it. 

And now if all theſe Stories are not ſufficient to ſatisfie the 
Reader, that the Dean is a Man of no Conſcience nor Princt- 
ples, it cannot be help'd, for our Author has no more ;- and in- 
deed all theſe which he has told, are in effe&t but one and the 
fame, only differently dreſs?d up; for the Senfe of them all, 
and: the only thing that he has been all this while urging to black= 
en the Dean's Reputation, is only this one thing, That he ſcru- 
pled and refuſed the Oath a long while, and then at laſt took 
itz which is no more than what every Body that knew the 
Dean, knew before. 

If then the Reaſon of our Author's high Diſpleaſure againſt 
the Dean, be, becauſe he ſo long refuſed the Oath, why is he 
not more angry with thofe who do till refuſe it, and in pro- 
bability always will ? But fo = is he from that, that _ 
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ſeem to ſtand fairer in his Opinion than they do-: The harſheſt 
Words which (as I remember) -he any where gives them, are, 
Worthy and Sincere; Perſons, and poor. en who (bave been unhap- 
pily trapanwd into Diſrreſs; and the like; Methinks.this looks a 

Or. if the Reaſon of his. being ſo very angry with, the Dean, 
be, becauſe he. took the Oath after :{o long, a Refuſal, 'and did 
not (as ſome others) ſtand it out to the laſt ; this is ſtill more. 
and more Facobitiſh : For this is. the very Ground of that mor- 
tal Hatred which the whole Party. of the Non-Swearers. bear 
towards him ; they look upon him as one that.is-fallen from the 
Truth, after he had made Profeſſion of it : I hoye-our Author 
has not this Notion of him. -...- | 

But. perhaps neither one nor the- other . of theſe is the. 
Ground of our Author's great Averſion to the' Dean, but rather 
this : (and indeed, now I fancy I bave hit owt): viz. that up- 
an his qualifying himſelf by taking.the Oath, he was immediate-: 
ly reſtored to: the Temple, and;foan-after promoted to. the Dean-- 
 1y. of St, Pauls. Now,had he (as was: expected). finally refuſed 
the: Oath, (as ſome others, did) moſt certainly by this time ſome. 
body elſe would have been aſter of the Temple ; and that's a 
pretty thing to hold, with ,agy other. Prefermept in any part. 
of the Town, being very near -in tineHeart. of; it ; ſo, that tis. 
but a moderate Walk from. thence, either. to #bitcohappel or 
Weſtminſter, or where-ever elſe a. Man's:other Buſineſs happens 
to lie:: Moſt - certainly alſo, upon Dr, Tilotſon's.. Promotion to: 
the Archbiſhoprick, ſome body or other would have: ſucceeded- 
bim in. the Deanry of St.'Pauls, and who can tell but ic might 
have been the  Animadverter ? "Fwas not many thouſand . to. 
- ene odds-againſt him ? But Dr. Sherlock, when no body thought 
of-it,, ſwears,, and ſteps in, and diſappoints them all. . 

So then, upon the whole matter,let:the World judge, whether 
it be poſlible that ſuch a Man as Dr. Sherlock. ſhould: be a Man of 
any Conſcience or any. Honeſty ; who has not. only done a thing 
which he formerly ſcrupled to do, but which is ſtill worſe, is 
both Dean. of St. Pauls and; Maſter of the Temple, when there's 
many an;honeſt Man that. would be glad to be either of them. 

Or. if after all. you wull needs think him a Man of ſome lit- 
tle Conſcience, yet moſt certainly he is a Man. of no Charity. 
For, ſays our Author, : p. .302;. I ſhould be. glad to bear how much 
of the Revenue of his Deanry.he lays aſide, for the Relief of thoſe 
poor Men; who have. been - unbappily trapanwd into this Diſtreſs ; 
but not a.Tittle could. I hear of this, gr any thing like it, 
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It ſeems then the Dean does not tell every body that comes to 
his Houſe, how much of his Revenue he lays aſide for Charity, 
and how he diſpoſes of it, and what part of it in particular he 
allots for the Relief of the poor Non-Swearers, And truly I 
think *tis very well he don't ; for if he had done ſo, moſt cer- 
tainly ſome 'buſie Tale-bearer or other would have carricd it to 
the Animadverter; and then we ſhould have had ſuch an Ha- 
rangue about the Dears abetting and encouraging under-hand 
the Enemies to the Government, even after he had ſworn Alle- 
giance to it, as would have been thought by a great many a 
muck better Proof of the Dean's want of Conſcience and Prin- 
ciples, than all the other Tales that the Aninadvycrter has been 
able to pick up. And therefore I cannot but adviſe the Dean, 
as his Friend, by no means to tell even the beſt Friend he has in 
the World,”' How much of the Profits of his Deanry he gives away 
fo the Facobites': For I aſſure him, *tis a thing, that if it ſhould 
take Air, might do him a great deal of Miſchief, and might be 
urg'd very much to his Diſadvantage, eſpecially if an Orator 
ſhould get the Tale by the end. And as to Secreſie in his other 
Alms,I ſhall not need to give him any Advice, becauſe our Saviour 
himſelf has done it, Matth. 6. $3, 4. But when thou doſt Alms, 
let not thy Left Hand know what thy Right Hand doth ; that thine 
Alms may be in ſecret , and thy Father which ſecth in ſecret, him- 
ſelf ſhall reward thee openly. 

This is the firſt Argument of the Dean's Want of Charity : 
The Animadverter, who is a cunning prying Man, and has as 
good Information as any body, bas not heard (tho, as he fays, 
and indeed I believe him, he ſhould be glad to hear it) how much 
of bis Revenue the Dean gives away to the Facobites. 

But another and a ſtronger Argument of his want of Charity, 
we meet with, p. 307. Where, *tis hard to gueſs, which was 
our Author's chief Deſign, whether to diſpraiſe the Dean, or to 
commend himſelf ; but I ſuppoſe he might (as became a wiſe 
and modeſt Man) intend both. So much, ſays he, I muſt ſay in 
the Animadverter's behalf, that if he does indeed overflow, (Blow 


the Trampet there, here's an Alms a coming ) there are many . 


about him who find themſelves the better for it : ( For the over- 
flowing of his Purſe, I ſuppoſe, he means, not of his Gal)) tho 
yet I know ſeveral in the Church much fuller, who never overflow. 
(Truly, ?cis pity ſo good a Man ſhould have ſo much bad Ac- 
quaintance,) And for this (ſays he) I will inſtance in a certain 
Dean, who was applied to by a poor Widow about the renewing of a 
Leaſe, the Fine for which was to be 25 I, and ſhe to obtain ſome 
E-2 Abatement 
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34) 
Abatement thereof, pleaded ber Husbands:.and ber own Kindneſs to 
bim, while they bag been all formerly of the ſame Conventicle ;, {that 
is, daring bis Probationſbip for his Churob-Preferments) but a deaf 
Ear it ſeems being turned to all fuch Pleas, ſhe at length, in plain 
terms told him, that her poor Children were i a. ftarving Condition, 
To which he preſently reply'd, What if they' do ftarve, what 15 that to 
me ! Concerning which Chriſtian. and Compaſſionate: Reply, 1 ſhall 
only. ſay thus much, (Sound the? Trumpet (again ):that if this 
Author can ever prove, that the Animadverter - ſerids: fuch an Ob- 
je&® of Charity from bins with fuch an- Anſwer, he will : uot exped} 
fo much Charity from him, or from any Man alive, as to be ac- 
counted by them a Chriſtian. 1-4 

Upon which Report. I-ground this general Obſervation, war» 
ranted by St. Pawl,' 1 Cor, 13. 3. vt, That a: Man may give not 
only his Overflowings, but all bis: Goads to feed the. Poor, and yer 
not bave Charity; fo Charity vaunteth-not it ſelf, is: not puffed up; 
doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, thinketh no Exyl, believeth all things, 
and bogeth all things : And how agreeably to theſe Properties of 
Charity this Story is related, let. the Reader judge. | 

For here the. Dean is repreſented as/a Manof no Charity, on- 
ly becauſe he thought nat fit to relieve this particular Woman; 
But who is there that does not take the liberty. of judging. for 


himſelf, who are fit Objeas of Charity ? Or who is there that 


thinks himſelf bound to relieve all that pretend Want ? Or even 
all that are really in Want ? No one Man can do this ; or if he 
ſhould attempt it, his Purſe, tho? never ſo long, would be ſoon 
exhauſted, 

Aye, but this Woman was really a great Objeft of Charity. 
What, ſhe a great ObjcS of Charity,, who had a Church-Leaſe 
of 25 1. per Aunum? For ſo much at the leaſt I have reaſon to 
think it was worth to her, over and above the reſerved Rent to 
the Church, if the Cuſtomary Fine for renewing was ſo much, 
For the Church-men are. generally fuch kind Landlords, that. 
they ſeldom demand more than a Years Rent upon a Renewal, 
-in caſe the Tenant comes to renew in time. Certainly then a 
Woman, tho? ſhe was a Widow, who had ſuch an Eſtate, was 
not ſo proper an Object of Cherity, meerly upon the Account 
of Poverty, as a great many other Widows are, who have no- 
thing at all. And therefore if the Dean thought not fit to abate 
her any thing of the uſual Fine, but gave away (as I am morally 
certain he did, for I know he is no backward Man in giving ) 
a good part of her Fine to others who wanted it more ; I 
; think he is not to be blamed for. Want of Charity, but rather 


—— — 


to be commended for placing it right, Aye, 
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Aye, but this Woman had been an ofd Friend : Her Huband' 
and ſhe had been very kind to bim formerly, when they had been all 
of the ſame Conventicle, and now ſhe wanted ſome return of her 
Kindneſs, for ber poor Children were in a ſtarving Condition, 1 put 
theſe two Motives to Charity together, becauſe one of them 
does much illuſtrate the other. For when the Dean kept this 
Conventicle (which I profeſs I never heard one tittle of, but 
from the Animadverter } it was, as the Animadverter himſelf 
grants, in the Time of his Probationſhip for Church-Prefer- 
ments ; that is, I ſuppoſe, at leaſt thirty-three or thirty four 
Years ago 3 for ſo long, Iam pretty ſure, he has had ſome Em- 
ployment or Preferment in the Church : And then it ſeems this 
Woman was Married,and ſuppoſing her then but new Married ;. 
yet ſeeing Women of mean quality ſeldom Marry very young, 
I think we may fairly preſume that ſhe was then twenty-five 
or twenty ſix years old, and conſequently that now ſhe muſt be 
near ſixty : We'l ſuppoſe her alſo to have born. Children as late 
as moſt Women do, that is, not to have left bearing till about 
forty-five. And if fo, (for I declare it, I know not one tittle: 
| of the Story, or any Circumſtances of it, and ſo can argue on- 
Iy upon Suppolſition) : then her youngeſt Child muſt in all 
probability be now about fifteen, and whenever it was that 
this Leaſe was offered to be renewed, conld not be leſs than ten 
Years old ; which 1s an Age at which a great many Children 
are able to earn their own Living ; but as for all the reſt of 
her Children, they muſt needs have been by that time, if not 
long before, able to ſhift for themſelves. And was not this 
Woman now, think you, a very great Objet of Charity, who 
was left with ſome lvbberly Boy, or large Girl, to ſtarve up- 
on 25 4. per Annum, when there are a great many others with 
- many more helpleſs Children, who would think themſelves 
very well to paſs, if they had half ſo much ? 

But however, you'l ſay that Anſwer of the Dean's was Chur- 
liſh z; What if they do ſtarve, what 5 that to me ? Yes truly, ſo it 
was 3 and it would have been worſe, if it had been the firſt An- 
fwer, but conſidering what Provocation had been given, and 
that (as the Animadverter himſelf reports the Story) the words 
ſeem to have been ſpoken in an Heat,if they cart be juſtified, I 
think they may (upon the ſcore of humane Infirmity) be excu- 
fed,eſpecially by ſuch as are not themſelves altogether free from 
Paſſion, nor always ſo prudent in their Paſſion as they ſhould be. 
For even St. Paul himſelf, in a like Caſe, unawares uttered 
forme ſuch words, as he himfzlf could excuſe only with an,l wiſt 

| not, 


.not, @c, AQ. 23.5. And this I fay, ſuppoſing the Tale'ttuly 
related, which 1 can hardly believe, having only the 4nimad- 
verter's word for it, who (I'm ſure I may ſay) has no Superero- 
gation of Charity for the Dean z even the worſt Circumſtance 
of it, which 1 think was this Expreſſion, is what one Man may 
very well excuſe in another. | 

| But as to the main and ſubſtance of the Report, viz. the 
Dean's refuſing, to abate any thing of the uſual Fine.z That, 1 
think I have ſhew'd, needs no Excuſe 3; no not although it be 
ſuppoſed that ſhe had then ſeveral ſmall helpleſs Children, and 
.not Victuals enough in her Houſe to feed them; for even in that 
caſe ſhe was very far from being ſo great an Obje& of Charity, 
as a great many others are. For there are many who have ſe- 
veral Mouths to feed, and neither Bread to feed them, nor 
wherewithal to buy it ; but this laſt, it muſt be granted, at 
leaſt, this Woman had ; for ſhe had a Church-Leaſe, upon 
which ſhe might have borrowed for her preſent urgent Occaſi- 
.ons, or which ſhe might have ſold for a conſiderable Summ, up- 
on which ſhe and her Houſhold might have been maintain'd a 
good while, perhaps till God had better provided both for her 
{elf and her Children : However.at laſt, if ſhe ſhould have liv'd 
to ſpend all, and ſtill to need more, even then ſhe would have 
been in no worſe condition than a great many others are, who 
have nothing but Providence to depend upon,even for the next 
Meal's Meat -for themſelves and their Children; fo that in truth, 
tho? her Caſe (ſuppoſing her to have ſeveral helpleſs Children, 
and only 25 l. per Annum to maintain them) was pitiable, yet 
I think none can truly ſay that as yet ſhe was a very great 
Object of Charity ; and a Man who can't give to all (as who 
can ?) is certainly very excuſable, if he gives, what he can give, 
to ſuch as moſt need it. 

But this poor Woman was the Dean's own Tenant,and there- 
fore he ſhould have been kind to her rather than to another, 
And ſo perhaps he was, and very. kind to her too, inasking but 
251. as a Fine, when perhaps the.Renewal of her Leaſe might 
be really, (as in Church and Colledge-Leaſes it commonly .is) 
worth twice as much as was cuſtomarily.taken. And belides, 
though a Landlord may, if he pleaſes, take no Fine at all of, 
or remit his whole Rent to a poor Tenant, who has many Chil- 
dren to keep; and if he does ſo, will do a generous Ac& ; yet I 
cannat think this ſuch a neceſſary inſtance or expreſſion of Cha- 
rity, as that that Landlord who will not maintain his Tenant's 

Children, but perhaps lets them fall to the Pariſh, can for this 
alone 
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alone be - juſtly accounted an Uncharitable Man ; provided he- 


gives away enough (as much as in proportion to his Income he 


can reaſonably be thought bound to give) to other Poor, whom- 
he judges either more wanting, or more deſerving, And this I 


am very well aſſured the Dean does. 

Thus I. have endeavoured to wipe off that Dirt from the 
Dean,. which our Author hath ſo liberally thrown upon him ; 
which.I have done (I declare ſincerely) not ſo much out of kind- 


neſs to the Deaws Perſon, as for the Publick Good, and that: 
his Miniſtery in the Church may not be ſo fruitleſs and ineffe- 


Qual, as the Animadyerter ſeems to deſire it ſhould be. And1I 
think I have made it appear, that notwithſtanding all the Mali- 
cious Tales which he hath, in the moſt malicious manner, re- 

orted of him, there is no juſt ground for the World to be- 
| Tos him to be (as the Animadverter preſents him) a Man of no 
Principles, of a voluble Conſcience, and altogether without 
Charity. - From all theſe Charges, I think I have made it ap- 
pear, he may be. clearly acquitted, even although all the Sto- 
_ ries which the 4nimadyerter has told of him, are really true in 
all their Circumſtances ; which nevertheleſs I have too muck 


Charity for the Dean than to believe ; and yet I am ſo much a- 


Stranger to him and his Afairs,that I cannot contradict them. 


One thing more only therefore I ſhall obſerve, in relation to 


theſe.perſonal Reflections made upon the Dean by the Animad- 
verter ;, and that is this, That this Bundle of Scurrilities and un- 
chafitable Tales, ſeems to have been the: Fruit of much Curio- 
ſity, and very nice and diligent Enquiry into the Dea#'s Life 


and Behaviour, and likewiſe to be a Collection of ſeveral Years - 


making; and from hence now, let the preſent Age and Poſterity 


make their Judgment of. the Dean. For. ſeeing the Animad- - 


verter, who hath laid: the: greateſt Immoralities to the Dean's 
Charge,. and who wanted neither Informers to ſupply him with 
Tates, nor Satyrical Wit to ſet them off to the greateſt Ad- 
vantage, yet after all, has been able to furniſh out. only Seven 


or Eight filly Scories, which are nothing at all to his purpoſe, . 
nor do in the leaſt ſerve to make good his heavy Charge againſt ' 


the Dean ; I think the World may hence fairly conclude, that 


the Dean is really an extraardinary Man, and one of a thouſand, 


as well in reſpect to his Morals, as to his Parts and Learning; 
there being, I believe, very few of thoſe who pals in the World 
for good Men, and who in the Judgment of Charity ought ta 


be accounted ſuch, againſt whom ſach a ſpightful Wit as tke - 


Animadverter, after the ſame Diligence in making Enquiries, and 
ST the. 
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| ſpent: in adorning. his . malicious - 
Tales, could not have faid much more, and much worſe things, 
than he has been able to ſay againſt the: Dean, May the .A1i- | 
madyerter himſelf never have ſuch an Adverſfary, as he himſelf 
is. 

And now, if to all that I have written upon this SubjeR, it 
ſhould be objected, that this way of managing Controverſte, 
which I have been cenſuring, -is not fo- peculiar to this Author, 
as that he alone ſhould deferve' to be blamed and reproved for 
it, Tanſwer, The more the 'pity ; and I heartily wiſh, ſince 
tis his way, that *twere his only. But my Deſign was to do as 
much Good-as-I could, with angring as few as I conld, that 
is, but one. And the Reaſon of my pitching upon him rather 
than another, was, becauſe the Book you lately ſent me of his, 
as *tis the lateſt I.have ſeen, 'ſo *tis the moſ{ remarkable in this 
kind, of any that I think I have ever read. _ -__ 

- But. if any beſides the Animailverter ſha axtiigk- themſelves re- 
proved' by what I have writtengſ they who theywill, if they 
deſerve it, I am very willing tt ISVS, 


"ſhould tak&tToThemplyes 
only then'l hope ( which I can' hardly hope of the-Seiniadver- 
ter) that they will take the Reproof, as-I intended it, -in- goud. 
part: And if by any thing-that I have-written, 'I cat perſwade 
any that ſhall hereafter engage in Controverſie, to forbear this 
ſcurrilous and reflecting way of managing it, I ſhall have my 
End, aud ſhall be id vain as to think, that 1 trave done Religiou 
and the Church of God ſome Service, Iam, 143 44k, 


SIR, 
Tours, &Cc, 


THE END. 
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Tf there be any Miſtakes, whether-of the Copy or Preſs, el- 

ther in Grammar or Spelling, 1".deſire the fiimadverter 
(who in Chap. 10. of Animadverſions hath demonſtrated his 
great Abilities this way) to corre& them with his Pen ; and to 
tranſmit a Copy ſo corre&ed to the Preſs, in cafe the Book- 
ſeller ſhall think fit to make a Second Edition- of theſe Papers, 
And this will be a great Kindneſs to one who lives in the Coun» 
try, and who after all that hath been ſaid, heartily wiſhes him 
well. | 
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